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You’ve heard or what the destructions that you see through privatization and what government policies have been doing in the last 30 years?
Kouzmin: Yes our privatization and partnerships have led to what we call the capture of governments. Governments are no longer in control they are no longer principals they are agents.  This capture has some very important public policy consequences  We now have a litany of  partnership and privatization disasters from public bailouts of very poorly organized and very poorly contracted partnerships to down right corrupt arrangements.  All conducted in commercial in confidence rather in public accountability forums. So it is a double jeopardy it is driving partnerships underground in terms of accountability yet we still have the public bailing out very poorly contracted and very poorly implemented partnerships. So the whole question of who is in control where the public interest lies and where the private interest lies is so totally confused and deliberately confused. But within the mantra that markets are axiomatically superior to any form of government action. 
Joan: Well you now have market based democracy countries changing their whole structure of government to fit market based democracy.  That’s not necessarily bad but its not necessarily good.
Kouzmin:  Either. So we need to be a little more critical we need to take with a grain of salt what some call the Washington consensus but what others call market fundamentalists. That governments around the world of all complexions seem to have been consumed by.

Joan:  Well, Sir, Prince Charles has been a leading proponent of public/private partnership world wide.

Kouzmin:  Who said that Prince Charles had anything imminent to say on important issues?
Joan:  Well, that may be very true but through the Prince of Whales International Business Leaders forum he has set up public/private partnerships worldwide. I mean he’s a major mover.

Kouzmin:  Well there are others…

Joan:  And there are many others, United Nations, Thatcher, Reagan.

Kouzmin:  Indeed so we’re subsumed by an ideology.
Joan:  And where do we go?

Kouzmin:  One starting point is to start looking at the failures and to draw lessons from those failures. The other which has been part of my role as an educator for many years is to keep questioning why the discipline of economics assumes such major proportions. It’s not called the dismal science for nothing.  And yet we roll over. We roll over to the dismal science.
Joan:  Well you’re not.  Thank you I look forward to your paper.

